Russian Potential for Influence in the Romanian and Greek Energy Sector by Malutan, Dan Sorin & Korakis, Ioannis
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository
Department of Defense Analysis Defense Analysis Department Student Research Posters
2018-12
Russian Potential for Influence in the
Romanian and Greek Energy Sector
Malutan, Dan Sorin; Korakis, Ioannis
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/66270
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.





• The purpose of the study is to assess the balance 
between vulnerability and power within the Romanian 
and Greek energy networks. 
• The study presents visual analytics perspectives on the 
potential implications of Russian influence in the 
Romanian and Greek energy sectors for two reasons: 
we found no network-analysis–type studies focusing 
on the energy sector, and we found few studies on 
Russian influence in the energy sectors of the two 
countries examined. 
• Specifically, we explore the question, how could Russia 
exert influence over Romania and Greece through their 
energy sectors? 
Europe Energy Dependency Rate and Russia’s “Belts of Insecurity and 
Instability”
RUSSIAN POTENTIAL FOR INFLUENCE 
IN THE ROMANIAN AND GREEK 
ENERGY SECTOR
Results
• The energy sectors of both Greece and Romania are fairly 
decentralized, which suggests they might remain resilient 
against Russian efforts to control them.
• In the gas sector, while Romania is almost self-sufficient, 
Greece is highly dependent on Russia. Over 70 percent of 
Greece’s gas resources are imported from Russia. Both 
countries main policy is to seek for alternative sources of 
energy.
The “So What” Next Steps
• Further exploratory research should be conducted to 
map and assess the Balkan states’ green energy 
industry’s vulnerability for Russian control or 
dependence, and assess other industries for potential 
coercive Russian influence. 
Thesis author(s): Dan Sorin Malutan and Ioannis Korakis, Romanian and Greek Military, 
danmalutan@yahoo.com, korakis.ioannis@yahoo.gr.   
Thesis advisor(s): 
Tristan Volpe, Assistant Professor, Department of Defense Analysis, tvolpe1@nps.edu; 
Daniel T. Cunningham, Lecturer, Department of Defense Analysis, dtcunnin@nps.edu. 
Intervention Strategies Decision Matrix’s
Research design
• Assumption. The greater a Russian company’s 
influence is on an energy sector, the greater the 
potential it will have to coerce Romania and/or 
Greece. 
• Phased research. First, we analyze the energy 
companies’ social networks, then a geospatial 
analysis of the energy infrastructure and lastly a 
comparative and temporal analysis of energy-
related indicators. 
• The data we collected was unstructured and was 
obtained from news articles, company websites, 
and annual financial reports. 
Betweenness Centrality – Potential Brokers in the Romanian and 
Greek Energy Sector
• Other researchers could use the study either as a 
model to analyze a different part of the Russian 
network or as an initial point in order to reveal 
bonds between the Russian energy network and the 
other parts of the Russian network.
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